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alive to the importance of stopping Russia's advance,
and incessantly she harried Lord Beaconsfield on the
subject, insisting that the Tsar must be told that
England " will not allow her to go to Constantinople,
and that that would be a casus belli" Something
must be done at once, or England would be too late,
and Russia would " crow over " her. But it was her
Government, not she, who were undecided : Lord
Derby and Lord Carnarvon were against supporting
Turkey, and Gladstone had emerged from his retire-
ment and swept over England in a hurricane cam-
paign in which he hailed Russia as a Crusader dedi-
cating herself to defend the Christian peoples of these
provinces against the appalling persecution of the
Moslem tyrant: Turkey must be turned out of
Europe " bag and baggage." Lord Beaconsfield
dismissed this movement as a " sentimental eccen-
tricity " and " coffee-house babble/5 but it could not
be disposed of by a phrase, however elegantly con-
temptuous, and the whole country, as well as the
Cabinet, was deeply divided.

Gladstone's campaign had a disagreeable reaction
on the relations between the Queen and her connec-
tions by marriage, for one of his most fervent sup-
porters was Princess Louise's father-in-law, the Duke
of Argyll, who had been a member of the late
Government, and the Queen felt obliged to express
herself quite clearly about his conduct. She told
Princess Louise (who personally thought that Glad-
stone was out of his mind) that this campaign had
done untold mischief in encouraging all Europe to
believe that England would never bring herself to
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